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Progress
Pride
Power of Connection

By Yvonne Gatley

These are the themes that will propel Wyoming State Organization DKG members as
they meet in Cheyenne on Saturday, April 20. We will promote our progress as key
women educators, celebrate the pride we have as members in our Society, and unite in

our powers of connection.

This one-day gathering offers a variety of options. Our International guest, Carol
Herzog, Northeast Regional Director, brings greetings from International headquarters
and information that highlights our themes. Training for new chapter officers will
enhance their leadership roles. Breakout sessions are planned to enrich the minds and

bodies of all who attend.
If that’s not enough, a Friday night social is in the works and a project worthy of
accolades is coming together to help needy youth in Cheyenne.

Make sure the dates of April 19 -20 are on your calendar. Registration and hotel
information will be available in March. We look forward to a time of progress, pride, and
the power of connection.
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Carrie Manders
President

“I would love to visit
other chapters, so
start contacting me
and | will see what |
can make work.”
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= Beacons of Positivity
and Good Vibrations

We made it through January - what a long year!

As the state president, | wanted to share some reminders and
maybe a bit of motivation as we move forward.

Don’t forget:

Spring Leadership is on April 20t in Cheyenne, WY. Exciting news
- our International Speaker will be here in person to experience the
whole day with us! | also have a life coach all the way from
Newcastle presenting so | hope many, many members attend. The

theme is Progress, Pride and the Power of Connection.

International Convention is July 9-13 in National Harbor,
Maryland. This is a great convention for growing in the organization
and personally, networking with DKG sisters from all around the
world, and having a fun time in a new city.

I have had the opportunity to attend a Theta chapter meeting -
thank you for the hospitality. | would love to visit other chapters, so
start contacting me and | will see what | can make work.

That’s all | have for now. Please keep your eyes open for an email
blast with a registration form for Spring Leadership.

: The hummingbird is a symbol for accomplishing

that which seems impossible. It will teach you how
to find the miracle of joyful living from your own

' -\ life circumstances.

~ Ted Andrews.
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Make Membership A Priority

Loretta Tonak
State membership Chair

As your state membership chair, | have access to the “state connect” tab on the dkg.org website. The names
and contact information for each of you are located there. It also shows our state membership total is 230
members in 10 chapters. Of course, as membership chair, | would love to see that number double. DKG has SO
much to offer women educators, that we should be gathering in new members without any problem. There is a
wealth of information about membership on the dkg.org website for you to use as well. Please access it for help
in building your chapters. If you've never logged on, you'll need your membership ID number which your chapter
treasurer can provide, or | can email it to you. Just contact me at tonak@wavecom.net. When you bring up the
website click on “sign in”, enter your membership ID humber and the password: dkg2014society. Proceed to
“my account” (at the left top of the website) and create a new password of your choice to continue logging in the
future.

Besides providing you with this information you can find on the international website, | would like to detail
what other things | do as state membership chair. According to our state bylaws:

1. Membership Chair should keep an up-to-date file of state presidents, and members. This is an easy task with
the “state connect” information on the dkg.org site.

2. Keep informed of any deaths of members. It is also the duty of the membership chair to plan and perform
the necrology service for the state convention every two years. This is a beautiful time of remembering all
the amazing women who were a part of our organization and all their outstanding achievements. So please
send me the names and obituaries of any members who have passed away.

3. Assist members in building their chapter membership roster. On the dkg.org website under “resources”
there is a tab for membership which includes hundreds of forms, plans, and videos to help you induct new

”

members and retain your current ones. Some of these include “engaging new members”, “guidelines for
” “

chapter leaders”, and a “membership plan,” There are videos on “attracting new members”, “mentoring”,
“marketing”, and “building vital chapters.”

Finally, as state membership chair, | have access to fellowship with other state membership chairs from our
region through monthly Zoom meetings with our Northwest Regional Director and the International Membership
committee members. We share challenges and successes and build friendships. What could be better?

If you have ever thought about being a state DKG officer, don’t hesitate. You have every resource available
to encourage you along the way. And as your past state president, I'm also the chair of the nominating commit-
tee for our next biennium which begins in the spring of 2025.S0, keep my email handy, and let me know which
office you’d like to accept. tonak@wavecom.net Or hopefully, I'll see you at State Leadership conference in
April.
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Christy Van Horn
Treasurer

| have just begun
planning the
treasurer session
for our WySO DKG
Spring Leadership
Workshop and |
am already excit-
ed to meet every-
one and chat all
things treasurer -
calendar of dead-
lines, processes,
portals, forms,
and anything else
that comes up!
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Treasurer's Talk

It's a little late, but welcome to 2024! There’s a lot to look forward
to this year ... Leap Day, the WySO DKG Spring Leadership
Workshop, the beginning of a new biennium of chapter officers,
the DKG International Convention, and the Summer Olympics!

Now is the time to start thinking about taking a leadership role
within your chapter. The positions are elected, except for treasurer,
which is appointed by the president. | know the thought of taking
on the role of chapter treasurer is daunting but know that you will
have an immense amount of support from your chapter officers,
past-officers and me, your state treasurer! | have just begun
planning the treasurer session for our WySO DKG Spring
Leadership Workshop and | am already excited to meet everyone
and chat all things treasurer - calendar of deadlines, processes,
portals, forms, and anything else that comes up! This workshop
will be beneficial for veteran treasurers, new treasurers, chapter
officers, and anyone interested in the finances of their chapter. If
you have a specific request or question you would like to discuss
during this breakout session, please contact me so | can prepare

for our time together.

And while you're on the learning train, considering attending the
DKG International Convention in July! | attended my first
convention two years ago in New Orleans and | learned so much
about the DKG organization, my position as treasurer, technology,
chapter programs and projects, membership, and the society’s
constitution! | met ladies from all over the world and strengthened
my bonds with my fellow Wyomingites. Oh! And there’s also time
to explore the host city! If this would be your first or fifth
convention, consider applying for the stipend to attend. The
application link will be coming your way in March!

And finally on my list for 2024... the Summer Olympics! You can
enjoy watching swimming, track and field, team handball, or
rhythmic gymnastics knowing that you have already submitted
your chapter’s Form 15 for 2023-2024 and you don’t have any
impending deadlines for a while. This is your time to sit back and
cheer on Team USA!

As always, please reach out if you have any questions!
Christy Van Horn

dkgwysotreasurer@gmail.com
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Wyoming State Organization SEE Grant-in-Aid Application Opens

Do you know an early career educator who could use some additional funding? If you do, then the Wyoming
State Organization SEE Grant-in-Aid is available. Due to the generosity of the Beth Schiek Miller Scholarship
Fund, our SEE Grants-in-Aid are seeded with a $500 appropriation to start our fund for this year’s awardees.
Additionally, chapters are collecting funds to add to these awards.

Wyoming State Organization SEE Grant-in-Aid is now accepting applications for this funding opportunity for
early-career educators. Applications are due by April 1.

Early-career educators are defined as having 1-5 years of experience. Many studies show early-career
educators greatly appreciate efforts to assist them by providing grants in their early years. These grants can
support a variety of needs that can include but are not limited to:

- classroom library

- professional/personal development
- technology

- science and/or craft materials

- classroom supplies

- subscriptions

Depending on the amount collected, at least two $250 grants will be awarded - one to a DKG member and
one to a non-DKG member - on April 20t at our Wyoming State Organization Leadership Development meeting
- Progress, Pride, and the Power of Connection in Cheyenne, Wyoming.

Please access the Google link below in the Roundup to apply, or ask your chapter president for information.
http://tinyurl.com/yjytnurf
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A special invitation to the 2024-2026 chapter leaders

From Yvonne Gatley, Leadership Development Chair

Chapter leaders for the 2024-2026 biennium, load up
your car and head to Cheyenne on April 19 and 20 for
Progress, Pride, and the Power of Connection. We will
begin on Friday night with a social and then head into
Saturday ready for information designed to make your
team of chapter leaders a success.

Your chapters greatly appreciate the time and effort
you have set aside to lead the great members of
Wyoming in the Delta Kappa Gamma Society
International. It has been said that once you attend a
state-organized meeting, your knowledge of DKG and its
many benefits is enriched and assists you in your
leadership roles. Our team is ready to answer your
teams’ questions and provide the guidance and support
needed.
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Thank you!

A great big thank you to the Pauline Lanoy Fund which will sponsor every par-
ticipant at Progress, Pride, and the Power of Connection. Your fees for this
Saturday meeting will be covered by this generous funding source. Gather
your fellow members and make your plans now connect with other members
from around Wyoming. See you there!
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Attend the International Convention With Fellow Wyomingites
2024 International Convention

National Harbor, MD

, 2024

National Harbor Gaylord Hotel

National Harbor, MD

DKGIEF Dueling Pianos Event

Washington DC 25 Minutes North

peeamesen  Looking for a fun night out? Well, toss in your dancing shoes
S0IBeEeBeE and tune up your vocal cords for an evening spent at Bobby
DUELING PIANO BAR | McKey’s Dueling Piano Bar on Wednesday, July 10, from 6
to 11 pm, sponsored by DKGIEF. World-class musicians will
play all your requests and favorites while weaving in
improvisational humor. Heavy appetizers, desserts, and soda/water will be
included with your ticket purchase, and the venue is just steps away from the
convention center. A portion of the $150 ticket price will be tax deductible as
a contribution to DKGIEF. Tickets are limited to 300, so join your DKG sisters
as you'll sing and laugh the night away while making incredible memories.

*GREAT NEWS! You can apply for a stipend to attend the International Convention in National

Harbor, Maryland, this summer from July 9-13. Because of a very generous bequest to our WySO from
the Beth Schieck trust, the WySO board voted at our fall meeting to allow $1500 for a member to go to
their first international convention. And even better, there is a second stipend of $1500 for ANY member
to assist them in attending the International Convention. An application form will be sent out in mid-
March for you to complete, and the stipends will be awarded at our Leadership Conference in April.

The International Convention registration is $575 for the full five days, including some meals and all
the workshops, speakers, business meetings, and general sessions. You can also register for just two
days at $350. The convention is held at the National Harbor Gaylord Hotel. Rooms are $199 per night,
but we usually share rooms, so your total cost for a five-night room would be around $250. That would
still leave you around $800 for travel and other expenses from the stipend. So, mark your calendar and
apply for this fantastic opportunity!
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A Charm Of Chapters Reporting From Around the State

The most common collective noun for a
group of hummingbirds is a charm.

Theta Chapter At our October meeting, Toni Brown explained the Wreaths Across
America program which also honored living veterans. We continue to provide school

nurses with jeans, underwear, and socks to use for younger students.

We said goodbye to our snowbirds in November at The Alley CoffeeHouse and later
toured the neighboring new and used bookstore.

On a beautiful December afternoon, we met at the award-winning Ice Cream Cafe and discussed giving
books to the Head Start children.

In February, we'll have a "sweet time" to discuss our chapter's and Society's future. The Girl Scouts of
Wyoming and Montana have requested we judge their cupcake wars in March.

In May, we plan a carry-in dinner and special program for Founders' Day. We will help the Eat.Read.Grow.
Committee with an event for Head Start families at the library. Hopefully, one or two members will be able to

attend the state meeting.
Submitted by Sally Sheehan

We began the year by having a potluck social. This is a
highly attended activity because we all look forward to
reconnecting with our DKG sisters. During this meeting, we
plan the year’s upcoming meetings/programs and discuss ways to build
membership and our goals for the year. This year, we invited others to attend a
meeting to see what the organization is about. From this meeting, we reinstated one
member and added two new members. Installing new members
Madison Holden and
Chelsee Fisher

In November, high school students are inducted into the National Honor Society.
After the ceremony, Lambda chapter provides a luncheon for these students and their
families. Recently, many of our retired teachers (with the help of all members) have spearheaded this

luncheon. The positive feedback from this luncheon has been amazing; families have been very appreciative.
In the Spring, we will give out two Early Educator grants nominated by their peers as outstanding

educators. The grants are left open for each teacher to spend on what is important to her. We will also be

having a Cookie May Day Basket fundraiser - obviously in May.

Finally, Lambda Chapter turns 60 this year. We are working hard to host a “Baby Come
Back” celebration for those educators who have dropped out but may be ready to return to
the organization.

is turning 60! Color Theme for Lambda
Page 8 Chapter’s gift exchange
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Alpha Chapter September Tri-Chapter Potluck There’s A Song In My Heart Last May, at
the conclusion of our DKG Founder’s Dinner, members were saying “Farewell, bye-bye, so
long” plus | even heard the phrase “See you in September”. | was reminded of a song from
the sixties, with that same title, sung by the group named The Happenings. Well the
summer months sped by quickly enough and “voila” we all gathered once again at United
Methodist church for our annual Tri-Chapter Potluck. There were lots of familiar faces and
a buffet of yummy food. This combination easily lent itself to an enjoyable evening, Oh Happy Day (another song).
Alpha chapter, was assigned to the best decision making locale on the premise, the boardroom. | enjoyed sitting
around the large, authoritative table where we discussed dues, monetary donations, membership, and activities.
At the start of every season, this type of meeting sets the tone for DKG business plus delightful anticipation for the
variety of events that were planned by our executive council. I, for one, am looking forward to the LCSD#1 PEEPs
presentation in November and the Bunko fun night and cookie exchange in December. September signals a
transition into fall and the startup of a new DKG season. | will conclude with one additional lyric from the See You
in September song...“Have a good time but remember...” to try your best to attend as many of our events as

possible and bring a friend because The Beat Goes On.

October Event Sherlock We Missed You There were secrets, mysterious characters, beautiful people, sunflowers,
and bourbon chicken...everything was set in place for an interactive “Whodunnlt” type of evening. Alpha Chapter
members (the beautiful people) were given handouts pertaining to a murder mystery with descriptions of sly
characters and plot directives. Each of us managed to mesh and become one with our chosen character, who was
either French or German, and interpret their inner soul. At the top of the focus chart lingered the perplexing
question, “How the heck do you pronounce this name?” This rivaled for top billing along with, “When does our
tasty meal start?” Eventually the appetizer was served, a fresh salad plus a roll. Act One provided hidden
knowledge, characters’ personalities and their relationships. We were allowed time for an in-depth study of what
made them tick (a whole two minutes), however, the intricate mapping of details was interrupted by the serving of
a delicious entree. For the moment we sidelined the theatrical study for bourbon chicken, rice and broccoli.
Coffee, tea, or water? Perhaps a little wine? (Becky, our hostess and chef, said it was a club membership special...
oooh la la). Act Two allowed for questions and answers, explanations, accusations and some funny ad libbing by
our more youthful members. Ahhh, at last dessert! The cake was a perfect ending to a wonderful meal set upon a
sun flowered table cloth with matching napkins and plates. The murder was solved (without Mr. Sherlock) and the

evening allowed us to create yet another great memory for our Alpha members.

November Event Canceled due to unforeseen circumstances.

Roundup Alpha Chapter 2023 December Event Good Luck, Let ‘Em Roll It was a selfie moment. Several people at
Becky’s table shouted “Bunko” with such a clatter those of us at the other table wondered what was the matter.
Their smiles and glee was evidence enough to assure that someone had won and the game was over. Alas, it was
not so. According to rule number 7 only those seated at the head table could end the game. Not to worry, the
evening proceeded with continued enthusiasm, rule book in hand, tasty treats, and refreshments. After the dice
stopped rolling and points were tallied, the winners received some lovely gifts courtesy of our fantastic, super
organized secretary, Jenny. It was so much fun at Becky’s home. Those of you who are acquainted with Becky
know she wears many hats. This particular evening the hat should have been flashing with neon lights “Hostess

with the Mostess.” We left wishing each other a Merry Christmas and a calm and peaceful night.

Submitted by Ermalinda Hernandez
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Chi Chapter W.inter events were
fun and prosperous for Chi Chapter!
Our Holiday “Jimmy Buffett” Tribute
event raised over $1000 to be used §
for our annual High School
Graduate Senior Scholarship and
international programs for the coming year. We played
trivia, auctioned off homemade treats and baskets, and
celebrated one another Margaritaville Style!

For the first time in many years since COVID, we have welcomed new members to our
chapter. We gathered to decorate pumpkins, have soup, and decorate goodies for the
fall season. Our newest members are Pamala Thompson- Special Education Teacher
at Jackson Hole Middle School, Erin Fletcher- Special Education Teacher at Jackson
Hole High School, Katie Moteberg- Colter Elementary 5th grade teacher, Dr. Tori Lee-
Jackson Hole High School Occupational Therapist, and Deb Roehrkasse- Retired
Principal and teacher in Teton County.

Chi Treasurer Brianna Gretsinger published her first children's book, “Teton Adventure

Series,” which is available on Amazon!
On Feb 8th- we had Love a Book- Book donations to one of our very own members
who is starting a new Daycare this Spring

Future events include March 14th- Spring Break Revival, May 16th- Mayfest, and June 13- Run for the Roses
celebration .

Submitted by Alivia Bingham

Phi Chapter Phi Chapter has been spending quality time together this fall. In
September, we enjoyed sharing a meal with our fellow chapters, Upsilon and Alpha.

Each chapter then met separately to conduct a business meeting.

We had a wonderful time playing Bunco in October at Judy Lissman's home. Judy
was a gracious hostess, and all had a good time.
November found us at the edge of our seats as we listened to the incredible journey of Dottie Wallis

Mantell (Upsilon Chapter), and her “Life after a Stroke.” Her presentation was very informative and heartfelt as
she stressed the importance of caring for yourself and being aware of heart health and stroke prevention. A

short business meeting was held after the presentation.

MarJane Belomyzy welcomed us to her home for our annual Christmas gathering. Her committee provided
delicious refreshments, and we giggled at the fun book exchange. It was difficult to keep up with all the
“rights” and “lefts” as we listened to the story to know when and which way to pass the books. We also

collected non-perishable food items to be donated to the community.

Submitted by Kylie Kamm
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Epsilon Chapter Epsilon Chapter’s fall meeting in Guernsey was a great chance to
catch up on our members. We approved a plan to make seed cards for prospective
members in the Guernsey School. We donated hats to be given to a Torrington teacher
diagnosed with cancer.

In November, several members helped judge the local VFW Patriot’s Pen and Voice of Democracy
presentations; reading 54 essays takes a lot of time! Our choices are both winners at the state level, Patriot’s
Pen winning FIRST and VOD getting third place. A nice confirmation of our judging.

On February 3, our meeting in Torrington was attended by eight members,
including our newest member, Donna White, who was inducted. Donna also gave us
a tour of the Eastern Wyoming College building in which she works in Community
Education. We decided to make our seed cards as invitations to learn more about
DKG, and possibly join us at our next Epsilon meeting in May. After the meeting and
tour, we had lunch in Torrington.
Submitted by Sally Mack

Upsilon Chapter Our fall year began in September with a tri-chapter dinner with the other
Cheyenne Chapters, Phi and Alpha. We all met at First United Church to begin the year. Our
Chapter Rules Committee was able to update our rules, and they were voted on and approved
at our October meeting. We toured the Cheyenne train depot and volunteered to help the State

Museum make frosting to decorate masks for their family day project.

November brought our meeting to the Old West Museum with a wonderful tour before voting in 2 new members
at our meeting. We enjoyed our fall meetings at three amazing museums we have in Cheyenne.

At our December meeting, the Executive Board provided soup, snacks, and desserts for our Christmas meeting.
We inducted two new members and were provided beautiful holiday music from high school violinists while we
ate and welcomed our new members. We also celebrated with an exchange of jewels from the past. For our
Christmas project, we collected 100 books to donate to Cheyenne Regional ER and $390.00 to support Girls on
the Run, an educational organization that supports young girls. We have also given three scholarships to the

University of Wyoming and two scholarships to LCCC.

We look forward to our Used Book sale on March 2nd, 3rd, Oth and 10t,

Submitted by Marian Grann
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Kappa Chapter Kappa chapter has emphasized ]
the journey through life and various cultures this &

year.

Barbie and her cultural phenomenon were explored in October, with Pam
Moore leading the way. Members wore pink, brought their childhood
Barbies, and discussed how this movie and its message resonated.

All enjoyed a progressive Christmas
party in December. Members

| gathered around the piano at Loretta Tonak’s home, where she read the
history of various popular Christmas songs and then led us in their
singing. The next stop was treats, drinks, and fellowship at Sharon
Rasmussen’s home. Finally, a white elephant gift exchange occurred at
Michaela Escoto’s home. It took a while, but recipients started to eye

d those treasures in someone else’s hands and groans and laughter

ensued as gifts were coveted by others.

Another journey took Kappa members in November on a tour of the
Ghana Library Authority Project through a Zoom presentation with
Christine Wolf from the University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee. Christine, a fellow DKG member, has been
working on this project since 2018 and hopes to send a cadre of interns to fill various needs in Ghana with the

library project.

On a frigid night in January, Kappa members went on a “vacation” to the islands of Hawaii. Led by music
teacher Ariel Downing, members learned the basics of playing the ukelele. Although they couldn’t escape the

cold, they could, for a time, dream of warm .breezes and tropical music.

February found members exploring artificial intelligence and its current influence on education.

Submitted by Yvonne Gatley
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DKGIEF: Women Honoring Women
Honor a woman who has significantly impacted your life or career.
For each $25 donation made in honor of that special woman, DKGIEF will send you a specially designed card

and pin to present her. Your donation must be postmarked or received between_March 1, 2024 through April 15,
2024,

DKGIEF will offer a different pin each year in celebration of International Women'’s Day.
The initial 2024 pin features the blue hydrangea, which symbolizes gratitude and heartfelt emotion. Parts of
the flower and stems will be raised to give a 3D effect.
For further details on how to make your donation, visit the DKGIEF website or scan this QR Code with your mo-
bile device.

Chapter Challenge

All members reply “Got It” whenever they receive an email from Carrie, Loretta, Christy, and/or the Roundup from
Glenda. 1 point for each reply from any member

Your chapter donates to the Grant In Aid state project for Early Educators
25 points per donation of any amount

Attendance at fall and spring state meetings. 25 points per attendee from your chapter (officer,
member, or nonmember)

New Member in your chapter (at any point throughout the year)100 points per new member

Reinstated Member in your chapter. 100 points each
Please notify President Carrie, Treasurer Christy, or Loretta when you have a new member.

Submit an article, a blog entry, or artwork to the international website
100 points per entry Again, please notify one of the state officers if you submit anything.
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Dates to Remember

Meetings/Conventions/ Regional Conferences
Applications & Report Deadlines

Wyoming State Organization Spring Leadership

Workshop DKGIEF Project Application *
April 19-20, 2024 March 1, 2024
Cheyenne
DKGIEF Cornete CIPD Application *
US Forum National Legislative Seminar May 1, 2024
March 10-13, 2024
Washington DC Report of Chapter Officers
May 15, 2024

2024 DKG International Convention
July 9-13, 2024 7 Chapter Treasurer Annual Report to SO

National Harbor, MD July 15, 2024

* Visit DKGIEF found on the home page of
www.dkg.org for more information.

US Forum National Legislative Seminar
March 10-13, 2024 Washington DC

In less than a month, DKG members from across the country will arrive in Washington, DC for
/ : the US Forum National Legislative Seminar! If you are thinking about joining them, but have
(L’;,’GISL ATIVE DR registered yet, there is still time to do so. Go to www.dkgusforum.org to see more details
raev i | and to complete the registration form!

If you have already registered for NLS, be sure someone from your state has requested a
meeting with one or more of the legislators that represent you. The date to schedule these
visits with legislators is Tuesday, March 12th, Contact your legislator by calling the US Capitol
switchboard, 202-224-3121, OR use www.Congress.gov, (Contact Your Member).

Just in case you are still not sure about attending NLS this year, perhaps these words from
a previous attendee will convince YOU to attend!

“In the past, the US Forum National Legislative Seminars have had remarkable,
enthusiastic, and inspiring speakers who have educated and energized me. Learning about

shared and contemporary issues among the participants has also been notable.”
Sue Lore, (DE)
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